




https://www.researchgate.net/publication/8908850_Effects_of_Acuity-Adaptable_Rooms_on_Flow_of_Patients_and_Delivery_of_Care
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/8908850_Effects_of_Acuity-Adaptable_Rooms_on_Flow_of_Patients_and_Delivery_of_Care
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/8908850_Effects_of_Acuity-Adaptable_Rooms_on_Flow_of_Patients_and_Delivery_of_Care
https://www.healthdesign.org/chd/knowledge-repository/acuity_adaptable_patient_room_improves_length_stay_and_cost_patients_underg







The models below demonstrate an acuity-adaptable
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future due to a variety of current and future forces

afecting healthcare. These forces include:

COVID-19. The healthcare industry was rocked to
its core by the severity of the pandemic conditions
created by SARS-CoV-2, the new coronavirus that
causes the serious disease COVID-19. Several direct
and indirect ramifcations of the 2020 pandemic
throw the benefts of acuity adaptability into

stark relief.

Some of the immediate priorities of healthcare
facilities facing an onslaught of patients contagious

with a potentially fatal viral infection include:

« Reducing cross trafc

« Compartmentalizing

Creating distance and barriers

 Separating infectious patients

Acuity-adaptable rooms have obvious advantages
in achieving these goals. By transferring patients

immediately upon admittance to a single room

where they will receive all care until dischari2ss24.3 40.5()JJt0 -1.is 1.8tnceor no riskw cor.8 Td{whe(Sepa otO -il di2le room)-3
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The desired outcomes and solutions to common

problems include:

Shorter waits in emergency departments
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circumstances, it might become feasible for hospitals

to expand room size to accommodate a fully acuity-
adaptable design, whereas it may not have been

feasible when the hospital required more beds.

Reduction of patient transfers. The core principle

of acuity adaptability is to reduce the number of
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» Conceptual design. Will a reduction in the

need for cross-trafc indicate a relocation

or rethinking of design elements like ingress and
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Though COVID-19 exposed the need for acuity Understanding the role and purpose of acuity
adaptability and sent healthcare systems searching adaptability in the evolving landscape of healthcare
for solutions, the benefts of the model go beyond

treating patients during a global pandemic. In the

right facility and circumstances, acuity adaptability

can provide answers and improve patient care

during all times and circumstances.
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